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www.elshaddiaemmaus.org 

ICHTHUS   

Dear Friends, 
 

What an amazing song and chorus.  God is so good.  As we find ourselves on the eve of another
Thanksgiving Season, let us remember why we celebrate.   

I was thinking the other day how much we love to share good news.  News about the birth of a
child, news about an award someone in our family has been given, news about achievements,
graduations, marriages; even news about a new house or car. 

These are all wonderful things to share with those we love and care about.  We should also share
the wonderful love of Christ and the Kingdom of God as much as we can…even more so than the things of
earthly joy and achievement.  When we say “yes” to the saving grace Christ brings, and the imminent
relationship with God that follows, our lives are changed forever.  Jesus, the Apostle Paul and others do
so. 

I am so very thankful to live in a nation that allows the freedom of speech, that I might share what
God has done for me.  Most scholars believe that Ezra the Priest wrote the Chronicles.  In 1 Chronicles
16:8 Ezra writes: “Oh give thanks to the LORD, call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the
peoples.”  That quote comes straight from the heart of a man who knew what God had done in his life, as
well as the lives of the people.  Oh to have that joy within that would compel us to also share in the same
manner.  Are you truly thankful for what God has done?  Can you sing “How Great is Our God”?  Are you
willing to share that joy and singing with a world of people that have no idea what true thanksgiving is?   

I remember a long time ago, Butterball used to have a commercial that featured a little boy and his
older sister.  The sister states that at Thanksgiving the family always chose a Butterball to celebrate the
holiday.  The little boy, not understanding what a “Butterball” was innocently states: “But mom said we
were having turkey!”  Cute, but accurate…especially today.   

I think many people truly believe that Thanksgiving is just a day off from work and eating turkey.
But to the Christian, it is much more than that.  The Great Thanksgiving is celebrated because of how great
our God is…Amen?  I wish each and every one of you a very Happy Thanksgiving, and encourage all of us
to share with anyone who will listen, just how great our God is. 
 
DeColores! 
 
Dr. Dan Willis 
Community Spiritual Director 

“How great is our God…sing with me, how great is our God; 
and all will see how great, how great….is our God! 

The Great Thanksgiving is because of our Great God!

Thanksg iv ing  2013 
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Dear El Shaddai Emmaus Community, 
 

It is amazing how every year that passes, they just seem to go faster and faster.  It seems like 
just yesterday that I was appointed as your Community Lay Director.  At the end of this year, my term 
on the board of directors will be completed.  It has been a tougher job than I ever imagined, but it has 
also been so rewarding.  God has blessed me and the community to have one of the best boards 
possible.   

Our common goal has been to serve the El Shaddai Emmaus community to the best of our 
abilities and to seek God’s guidance at every step along the way.  I am truly thankful to have worked 
with such a Godly group of men and women this year. 

I am also thankful to the community for trusting us when we, as a board, made decisions for the 
community that may have involved change.  Sometimes those changes worked well, other times not.  
We are only human and we are very grateful to all of you for your understanding. 

I asked the board members and others in the community; to write their thoughts on being 
thankful.  You will see several of these in this installment.  I am truly thankful to our God and Savior.  I 
am thankful for His provisions, His grace, and His Son dying on the cross for each and every one of us.  
As we are entering a time when we celebrate the birth of Jesus, let us not forget that this was God 
coming to this world to suffer along with us.  Through this suffering He is letting us know that He really 
does understand our pain and suffering.  We can all be thankful that we worship a God that loves us so 
much that He was willing to become one of us and to be a servant for all of us.   

It is His servant-hood, also read as sacrifice; that sets our example on how we should treat 
everyone that we encounter.  For those of you that have worked on a team and lived through the words 
of our team canon, thank you for your service. 

Thank you to all of the sponsors of the pilgrims this year.  We have tried our best to improve the 
understanding of what it means to be a sponsor.  I thank each of you for praying your way through 
sponsorship and for serving the pilgrims in this manner. 

I am also thankful that we have been given the need to return to three walks for the next year.  
I pray that this trend will continue. 

May God’s blessings be with all of you this coming holiday season.  We give thanks to our God for 
all of our blessings and we look forward to the celebration of His birth and a new year with many new 
members being added to the community and to His Kingdom. 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
 
Marc Emmerke 
Community Lay Director 

Ever	wondered	how	to	say	Happy	Thanksgiving	in	the	language	of	your	heritage?	
Try	your	hand	at	a	few	of	these…	

	
Italian	–	Felice	Ringraziamento																							French	–	Joyeux	Thanksgiving												Spanish	–	Feliz	Día	de	Gracias	

Greek	–	ευτυχισμένη	ημέρα	των	ευχαριστιών															Dutch	–	Gelukkige	Dankzegging	
German	–	Glückliche	Danksagung																	Chinese	–	感恩节快乐														Haitian	Creole	–	kè	kontan	di	Bondye	

mèsi										Danish	–	lykkelig	taksigelse							Czech	–	šťastný	díkůvzdání							Russian	–	Днем	Благодарения	
Japanese	–	幸せな感謝祭											Philipino	–	masaya	pagpapasalamat	

Polish	–	Wesołego	Święta	Dziękczynienia								Swedish	–	Glad	tacksägelsedag								Hebrew	–	הודיה	שמחה	
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A Beautiful Gift: 
 
By Kathy Deal 
Assistant Community Lay Director 
 
As we approach the holiday season, there is no 
greater gift we could give someone in our life 
than sponsoring them on a 2014 El Shaddai 
Walk.  This life-changing experience is a gift that 
keeps on giving long after the weekend.  It has 
ripple effects that can touch our entire Wabash 
Valley. 
 
This fall, my husband, Jim and I went on Walk 
#14 and #15 twenty years ago which 
strengthened our walk with God, our marriage, 
and our commitment to Christian service.  We 
returned to our church, home, and work on fire 
and renewed.  As our children became 
teenagers, each one went on Chrysalis and grew 
in their faith as well.  We’ve sponsored many 
friends, church and family members and have 
served in El Shaddai in numerous ways.  What a 
joy Emmaus and Chrysalis have been in our 
lives! 
 
Sponsorship requires wisdom, prayer, and 
discussion.  A good candidate for sponsorship 
would be someone who is active in church and is 
genuinely seeking a closer walk with God.  
Emmaus is not a place to send someone who is 
not firmly attached to a church.   It is not a place 
to “fix” someone or to get them saved!  Those 
going through personal traumatic experiences 
are not encouraged to attend walks.  The intent 
is to bring candidates forward who are growing in 
their faith and ministerial involvement.  We are 
designed to build up the body of Christ in our 
local churches. 
 
It has been exciting to serve on our 2013 El 
Shaddai Emmaus Board of Directors as we 
moved out in great faith to return to having three 
walks per year again in the fall and spring at 
Clay City and a winter walk at Merom.  However, 
we simply don’t want walks filled with warm 
bodies, but those with warm hearts desiring to 
grow in their faith.  Let wise sponsorship be your 
gift to someone in 2014! 
 
 

Thanksgiving Thoughts: 

As 2013 draws to a close I am very 
thankful for another year filled with blessings 
from God.  I am thankful for the health and 
happiness He has blessed myself and my family 
with as well as the freedoms we have in our 
great country,  not the least of which is to 
worship our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

I am also thankful for the El Shaddai 
Emmaus Community and the opportunity we 
have to do His work through the tool of Emmaus 
Walks.  I am praying for a happy and successful 
2014 for all and a year in which our community 
continues to grow in strength and number!   

As we look to a new year I challenge 
each one in our community to find new ways to 
serve God’s Kingdom through your church, your 
community and the Emmaus community.   

I look forward to seeing everyone at the 
next Emmaus gathering and I will be in prayer 
for our Emmaus community and its members. 
 
God Bless, 
 
Scott Jones, 
Walk #140 
 
 A day, a season or a lifetime.  Those are 
the thoughts that run through my head as we 
come upon Thanksgiving.   

I ask myself, do I live a day, season or a 
lifetime of thanksgiving to God who is so 
faithful?  Do I reflect enough on the grace and 
blessings He bestows upon me day in and day 
out?  I am reminded of what is said often on the 
Sirius XM station “The Message”.  They say 
frequently,  "What if all you had today is what 
you thanked God for yesterday?”  What would 
we have if that were the case?   

It has reminded me to spend time each 
day thanking God for giving us this day our daily 
bread.  He is so good and faithful to His promise 
to those that have faith in Him!  May God’s 
peace be with you this day, this season and in 
your life time. 
 
DeColores, 
 
Dave Beil 
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Memorial Fund 

 
 
Contact the Memorial Fund Chairperson, Brenda 
Utterback, if an Emmaus member passes away so that we 
may send the family an acknowledgement and a Bible.   
We need the following information: 
 

1. The deceased Emmaus member’s name 
2. What walk they attended 
3. The surviving spouse or child’s name 
4. Appropriate address 

 
Anyone interested in donating to the Memorial Fund to 
honor a deceased member, or donate as led by the Lord, 
may do so. 
 
Contact:  

Brenda Utterback 
 78 Briarwood 
 Terre Haute, IN 47803-1770 
 Bhu1031@gmail.com 
 

 

Upcoming 2014 Walks 
 
 

WINTER 
Men’s Walk 
January 26-29, 2014 
Lay Director: Nick Agresta 
 
Women’s Walk 
January 30-February 2, 2014 
Lay Director: Linda Agresta 
 
Location:  Merom Conference Center 
 
 

SPRING 
Men’s Walk 
April 24-27, 2014 
Lay Director: Bernie Gibson 
 
Women’s Walk 
May 1-4, 2014 
Lay Director: Gayla Thiemann 
 
Location: Clay City Campgrounds 
 
 

FALL 
Men’s Walk 
September 25-28, 2014 
Lay Director: TBA 
 
Women’s Walk 
October 2-5, 2014 
Lay Director: TBA 
 
Location: Clay City Campgrounds 
 
 

 Winter Teams are full. 
 Spring Teams are forming now. 
 Accepting Pilgrim Applications for 

Winter and Spring. 
 

Applications can be found online at 
www.elshadaiemmaus.org 

2014 Gathering Dates
January 17:  First Presbyterian (Brazil) 
February 21: Agape Christian (TH) 
March 21:  Maryland Community (TH) 
April 18:  Crosslane Christian (TH) 
May 16:  Hulman St. Wesleyan (TH) 
June 20  Berea Christian (Brazil) 
July 18:  Sullivan 1st Christian (Sull.) 
August 15:  Grace Chapel (Brazil) 
September 19:  Victory Baptist (Clinton)  
October 17:   Calvary Temple (TH)  
November 21: Mt. Pleasant UMC (TH) 

If for any reason there is a conflict with the schedule for any of 
the churches please contact me. My e-mail is 
tim.jarvis27@yahoo.com - cell # 812-243-8932. 
  
We look forward in seeing each and everyone of you at the 
upcoming gatherings. In the meantime may God greatly 
enrich each of you in a mighty way. 
DeColores, 
Tim Jarvis 
Chairman - Gatherings 
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Some General Reasons Why We Should Be Thankful 
 

1. Because it honors God. When we are thankful, we recognize that God exists, and we are 
acting on the reality of His life as the very source and means of ours. True thankfulness 
recognizes our total dependence on God and stems from realizing that everything going on 
in our lives and all we have is the product of God's sovereign control, infinite wisdom, 
purposes, grace, and activity (2 Cor. 4:15). 

 
2. Because it is commanded in Scripture. First, the Psalms are filled with the call to give 

thanks. An example is Ps. 100:4 which says, "Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his 
courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name." Then Paul tells us in 1 
Thessalonians 5:18, "In everything keep on giving thanks, for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you" (my translation). In Colossians, he twice gives the command to be 
thankful (3:15, 17). 
 

3. Because of the dangerous consequences of thanklessness: Thanklessness is dangerous 
to self and others. It dishonors God and leads to proud humanism or dependence on man 
rather than God (cf. Rom. 1:21). In addition, it leads to bitterness, complaining, and a 
joyless life (Heb. 12:15). Since thankfulness is a response to the grace of God, its 
opposite, bitterness with its companions, complaining and grumbling, are the product of 
an unthankful heart that fails to properly respond to God in faith to His person, infinite 
wisdom, grace and purposes. Thanklessness promotes pettiness and occupation with self, 
people, and problems. That in turn creates depression and feelings of hopelessness 
because we become focused on our problems rather than on the Lord. 

 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
FROM YOUR 2013 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Marc Emmerke –  Community Lay Director 
Kathy Deal –   Assistant Lay Director 
Dan Willis –   Community Spiritual Director 
Bill Coker –   Assistant Spiritual Director 
Nancy Gibson –  Treasurer 
Jill Hannah –   Secretary 
Scott Hayes –  Registration and Team Selection 
Brenda Utterback –  Memorial Fund and Team Sel. 
Jim Bishop –   Newsletter 
Dave Beil –   Transportation and Music 
Tim Jarvis –   Gatherings 
Jim Lumsdon - Agape 
Scott Jones –  Reunion Groups and Chrysalis 
Gary Francis -  Maintenance 
 

Your new 2014  
Board of Directors 

 
Dan Willis 
Bob Kumpf 
Jill Hannah 
Scott Hayes 

Brenda Utterback 
Dave Beil 
Tim Jarvis 
Scott Jones 
Gary Francis 
Jim Lumsdon 

Laity #1 
Laity #2 
Laity #3 
Laity #4 

Clergy #3 
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EMMAUS IAC REPORT 
by Pastor Aaron Wheaton     Mount Pleasant UMC North and South   11-14-13 

 
During my time on the El Shaddai Board as the Community Spiritual Director, we invited Rev. Carl 
Wiggins (North Central Regional Clergy Representative of the Walk to Emmaus) and Mrs. Kathy Eberly 
(North Central Regional Lay Representative) to train both our clergy and the lay board members.  
Shortly after that work was completed in 2010, Rev. Wiggins recommended that I consider taking a 
three year term on the International Advisory  Council of the Walk to  Emmaus and Chrysalis.  It was an 
honor to receive this invitation.  I accepted. The IAC meets once a year in Nashville, Tennessee, at the 
General Board of Discipleship of the United Methodist Church, which is located next door to the world 
famous, Upper Room. 
 
The role of the IAC is to help the officials at the Board of Discipleship make decisions regarding the 
official guidebook of the Walk To Emmaus and Chrysalis.  Approximately 40 delegates from various 
parts of the United States and from several nations around the world, assemble on Friday, meet all day 
Saturday for intensive sessions of business, and then finish up on Sunday morning with worship in the 
Upper Room. 
 
In the business sessions, we divided ourselves among 8 round tables so that at each table we had at 
least one Chrysalis rep, one clergy, two U.S. regional trainers and two persons from overseas.  I sat at a 
table with representatives from Alabama, North Carolina, California, Brazil (South America) and Ghana.   
 
I contributed to the weekend by helping with the issues at hand by playing my flute in the praise team.  
I especially enjoyed talking with persons about the effect that the Walk To Emmaus and Chrysalis are 
having in the following countries:  Bahamas, Ghana, Barbados, St. Vincent, Singapore, Australia, 
England, Puerto Rico, Brazil, Mexico, Hong Kong, South Africa, New Zealand, St. Martin, Bolivia, Fiji, 
Estonia, Norway, Russian, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine, and Poland.   A personal joy for Cynthia and 
me was to be invited to serve on an Emmaus Walk in South Africa.  We're considering. 
 
Because my daughter-in-law is Chilean, I was especially heartened to hear that training is underway for 
the very first Walk to Emmaus in Chile (South America), which is planned for 2015.  Because of this, the 
focus for this year's IAC offering was Chile also.  Each year, those on the council are invited to 
participate in an offering to help with the expenses of beginning a new Community.  This year the 
money will be given to support the upcoming walks in Chile and in The Philippines.  The offering 
totaled $9,450.   
 
Another big news item is Face2Face.   Realizing that there are many elderly persons in America who 
cannot attend a weekend Walk To Emmaus, persons in Nashville, Tennessee have been working on a 
new model of Emmaus called Face2face, which is the Emmaus Walk slowed down.  Instead of seniors 
over 60 going to a weekend site for a traditional Walk to Emmaus, the Walk takes place at Retirement 
Homes and Senior Villages over either four weekends or eight weekends.   The result is the same:  Lives 
are transformed.  Face2Face is now the third instrument of renewal, the other two being walk to 
Emmaus and Chrysalis. 
 
Now that my third council meeting has finished, my term has now been completed.  Having been asked 
to assist Rev. Carl Wiggins, I am now considering being a possible Clergy Regional Leader to the 
communities in the upper mid-west region of America (North Central).    Also, having adjusted to the 
load at Mount Pleasant, I believe that I might be able to begin serving on Emmaus Walks here in the El 
Shaddai Community in late 2014.    
 
Thank you.   Sincerely.    Pastor Aaron Wheaton 
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WHERE ARE THE YOUNG PEOPLE IN CHURCH ?

Have you been wondering where all people between ages 18 and 40 are in
your church?  I was recently in a meeting where church finances and next
year’s budget were discussed.  An older gentleman immediately spoke up
that he would not cut any funds which went to our kids and youth.  He
exclaimed that this group was the future of the church and we were not
attracting the families with kids and youth. 
 

 As I thought about what he said, I totally agreed and had one additional observation.  That 
observation was that we are not even doing a good job keeping the youth as they move onto college 
and beyond.  Some of the problem has to do with dynamic worship, good biblical teaching and 
involvement of this specific age group, but a larger issue is the heart and attitude of our youth.  We 
don’t prepare them to be leaders within the church and give them the tools and support systems to 
deal with life.  We don’t teach and mentor what being a follower of Jesus Christ means or teach 
them how to passionately worship our Lord. 
 
You are probably wondering where I am going with this.  I will be blunt and say that the attitude of 
our youth is also a reflection of us – the older generation, who have kids, or grandkids; who have a 
younger teenage brother or sister; who have church friends with teenagers in church.  Specifically 
we tend to ignore the spiritual development of this group.  We are excited about them accepting 
Christ, but then we let them find their way in this broken world.  How many of them do you think 
make it without seriously falling down and maybe even giving up.  You may work with the youth of 
your Church and I applaud you, but I see your work as an uphill battle with little real support. 
 
Chrysalis can be one of the support systems for the youth of your church.  I have seen many young 
men and women become Christian servants, mentors and leaders by going on a Chrysalis flight and 
then working a few flights.  Now I am not saying Chrysalis keeps our youth from straying away but 
Chrysalis provides a great support system and enhances the work of the Church.  Chrysalis is not a 
replacement for the youth and young adult programs of the Church 
 
What can you do?  First and foremost we need to be covered in prayer and we need to be willing 
recruiters and sponsors.  We can’t do much without caterpillars!  We also need workers to make the 
flights a success.  Our adult workers not only assist God in a marvelous experience for our 
caterpillars, but they are leaders and mentors to those youth workers who come back to give the 
caterpillars the love and experiences they had.  Yes, YOU can be a mentor to youth!  You may have 
read this and in your mind you are saying I’ll just wait and get these kids when they are 20 
something on an Emmaus walk, and you might; however, I suspect your success rate will be low 
until they are close to 40 with lots of hurts and baggage.  Wouldn’t it be better to get our youth to 
Chrysalis to prepare them for life in this broken world?  They can always attend an Emmaus walk 
later if they want and be stronger leaders for Emmaus and Chrysalis! 
 
Consider your opportunities; listen to the Holy Spirit; respond to His call and always Fly with Christ! 
 
Jeff Stockton 
Chrysalis Community Lay Director 
 



 

 

El Shaddai Emmaus 
P.O. Box 6162 

Terre Haute, IN  47802 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.elshaddaiemmaus.org  

and 
www.facebook.com/elshaddai.emmaus 

Empowering Leaders through 
Emmaus and Chrysalis to be the 

hands and feet of Christ. 

El Shaddai Emmaus 
P.O. Box 6162 
Terre Haute, IN  47802 

WHO SHOULD GO TO EMMAUS? 

Emmaus is open to members of any Christian denomination. 
Emmaus is for the development of Christian leaders who: 

 Are members of a local church 
 Have a desire to strengthen their spiritual lives 
 May have unanswered questions about their faith 
 Understand that being a Christian involves 

responsibility 
 Are willing to dedicate their everyday lives to God 

in an ongoing manner 

WHAT HAPPENS ON THE EMMAUS WEEKEND? 

You will enjoy three days of singing, learning, laughing, 
worshiping, reflecting, praying and participating in small 
groups. Discussions center around fifteen talks given by laity 
and clergy. These talks present the theme of God’s grace, how 
that grace comes alive in the Christian community and how it is 
expressed in the world. You’ll also discover how grace is real in 
your life, how you live a life of grace, and how you bring that 
grace to others.  


